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{INITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA
8605 Cameron Street, Suite 400
Sitver Spring, MD 20910

and

VETERANS OF MODERN WARFARE
#33107 PO Box 96503
Washington, D.C. 20090

Platatiffs, © Civil Action No.: 08-1334 (RBW)

V.

JAMES B. PEAKE, M.D., in bis official
capacity as SECRETARY OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
210 Vermont Avenne, N.-W.

Washington, D.C. 20420

Deafendant.

DECLARATION OF BOBEY O'DANIEL IN FURTHER SUPPORT
OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR A PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

AND IN OPPOSITION IO DEFENDANT’S MGTION TO DISMISS

1, BOBBY O'DANIEL, declare under penalty of perjury of the laws of the United States,
as follows:

1. The facts of this declaration are based wpon my personal kmowledge.

2. T am & veteran who served in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1987 to 1992. Tama
member of Veterans of Modsm Warfare.

3. Duting my time i the military, T spent eight months in the Gulf during Desert
Storm. After T was Teleased from the military, my health began to deteriorate. 1 suffered fom
depression, fatigue, aches, and diminishing vision that kept me from nolding down a job or

megintaining relationships. 1 have cuffered fhrough problems with my kidneys, my immune
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response system, bone loss, deteriotating cornea, bon aches and FTSD.

4, n 1995, 1 applied for disabikity benefits with the Department of Veterans Affairs
(*VA™. 1 did not receive a decision on my initial ¢laim unti} the summer of 1997, The initial
decision rated me as baving a ten part:ent disability. I attempted to reopen my claim on at least
four different occasions. Each new submission was met with a demw al, T had serious problems
with substance abuse, finding adequate housing (I lived in my truck for extended periods of
time), domestic relations problems, depression, anxiety and inpatient hospitelization. ] became
so disiilusioned with the process, and burdened by stress, that X gave up- 1 walked away from the
BA and from society and wandered aimlessly around the country.

5. With the help of friends, eventually Iwas able to Teturn to some sense of @ normal
tife. In October 2007, T reopened my claim with the regional office. Today, more than 14
months later, | am still waiting for the VA to issue s decision.

6. My disability prevents me from workiag and disability benefits are essential 1o
my finances. 1am reliant on my disability benefits for day-to-day living expenses.

7. Having the VA promptly issue 2 decision would allow me to receive the disability
benefits I believe 1 am entitled to or, at the very least, would remove fhe uncertainty that remains
while I have been awaiting a decision for over a year, on an gward to compensate me for

disabilitics that 1 sustained more than 15 years a£0.

Dated: December 11, 2008




